[Pericardioscopy: techniques, indications and results. Apropos of an experience with 70 cases].
Pericardoscopy (PCS) is an original method of examination of the pericardial cavity. Its principle is derived from pleuroscopy and the apparatus is derived from mediastinoscopy. The main indication for this technique is the diagnosis of pericardial effusions. Sixty-five PCS were performed for this purpose, allowing an accurate etiological diagnosis in 35 cases. The etiological diagnosis was based on the clinical and paraclinical context in 4 other effusions, considered to be idiopathic after PCS. In 23 cases, the etiology remained uncertain, but a tuberculous or neoplastic etiology was ruled out after PCS. Three false negative results were obtained. Complete cleaning of the pericardial cavity allowed favorable immediate and mid a term outcome, avoiding possible constriction. Finally, PCS established the operability of two bronchial cancers, located in the hilar area and suspected of intrapericardial extension (PCS was performed in these cases in absence of pericardial effusion).